
 

 

Wee Sleep Out Quiz – Seniors 
 
 
1) How many empty homes are there in Scotland? (Privately owned 

homes that have been empty for 6 months or more) 
a. 4,000 
b. 14,000 
c. 24,000 
d. 39,000 

 
2) How many people in Scotland applied for housing in the most 

recent 2018/19 Government Report? 
a. 5,972 
b. 23,972 
c. 36,465  

 
3) How many of those applications were assessed as homeless by 

the government? 
a. 36,465 
b. 29,894 

 
4) What happens to the thousands of people who were not assessed 

as homeless?  
a. They are put on the waiting list for social housing and are 

eventually given a house once a space becomes available, 
but that can take years 

b. They are assessed as “intentionally homeless” and not 
given any further assistance, even though almost nobody is 
ever “intentionally homeless” 

c. They become part of a back-to-work government scheme 
where they are trained to a high enough standard to get 
well-paying jobs so they can pay for their own house  
 
 



 

 

5) What is the most common reason for a person to become 
homeless? 

a. Relationship breakdowns with family or partners and being 
asked to leave 

b. They can’t afford their rent, and after a 3 month grace 
period the landlord will ask them to leave 

c. They have just come out of prison, have no resources and 
end up on the streets 
 

6) How many children were registered as homeless in Scotland in 
the most recent 2018/19 Government Report? 

a. 475 
b. 4,750 
c. 14,075  

 
7) If you go to your local council (as a citizen of the UK) it is their 

legal responsibility to put a roof over your head that same night in 
emergency or temporary accommodation. 

a. True   
b. False  

 
8) Can you name 3 reasons as to why these temporary 

accommodation options aren’t as nice as they sound?  
1) 
2) 
3) 
 

9) Which demographic makes the most homelessness applications?  
a. Single men  
b. Single women 
c. Female single parent  

 
10) What can you do if/when you see a homeless person on the 

street, other than giving the money? 
 



 

 

Answers! 
 

1) Over 39,000 properties in Scotland have been empty for more 

than 6 months due to common reasons such as renovations 

taking longer than expected or bereavement and inheritance 

taking longer than expected. 

 

2) C – Did you know they are more empty homes in Scotland than 

there are homeless people! 

 

3) C - Family problems and being asked to leave their 

accommodation – over half of people who made homeless 

applications said they became homeless because of family 

breakdowns or being asked to leave 

 

4) Possible answers: Can’t get a job if you don’t have an address, 

can’t get a house if you don’t have a job etc., can’t beat 

addiction by themselves, mental health issues, disabilities, 

simply not knowing how to apply for support 

 

5) Possible Answers: family breakdown/fall out, poor physical 

health, poor mental health, army veterans who find themselves 

jobless, redundancy, can’t keep up with rent, have been asked 

to leave the tenancy, escaping abuse 

 

6) C - that is the equivalent to 38 children becoming homeless 

EVERY DAY. In March 2019, a report was published stating that 

6795 children currently reside in temporary accommodation. 

The number of children living in temporary accommodation has 

increased every year for the past 4 years 



 

 

 

7) A – If you are not a UK citizen, the government does not have a 

responsibility to rehouse you  

 

8) Possible answers – loud, violence, drug misuse, have to be out 

early in the morning w/no return before late at night, whole 

families in one room, no cooking facilities, B&Bs often do not 

consist of breakfast, and some have been known to not even 

have a bed in the room. 

 

9) A) single men make up 45% of the total number of homeless 

applicants in the UK  

 

10)  You should not approach someone who is homeless if you are 

not with a responsible adult. However, people who are 

homeless are often ignored all day every day. Spending one 

minute asking how somebody is, saying ‘hello’ or even looking 

them in the eye to say ‘sorry I don’t have any spare coins’ if 

somebody asks for change is one of the best things you can do if 

and when you see a homeless person on the streets, it helps 

stop them feeling invisible. You can also ask if they would like 

some food, or pop into social bite to buy a meal for a homeless 

person!  


